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CHAPTER 1.

Several Conjectures of their Original.

#1. Concerning the original of the Savages, or Indians, in New
Fngland, there is nothing of certainty to be concluded. But yet,
as I conceive, it may rationally be made out, that all the Indians
of America, from the straits of Magellan and its adjacent islands
on the south, unto the most northerly part yet discovered, are
originally of the same nations or sort of people. Whatever I have
read or seen to this purpose, I am the more confirmed therein.
I have seen of this people, along the sea coasts and within land,
from the degrees of 34 unto 44 of north latitude; and have read
of the Indians of Magellanica, Peru, Brasilia, and Florida, and
have also seen some of them; and unto my best apprehension,
they are all of the same sort of people.

The colour of their skins, the form and shape of their bodies,
hair, and eyes, demonstrate this. Their skins are of a tawny colour,
not unlike the tawny Moors in Africa; the proportion of their
limbs, well formed; it is rare to see a crooked person among them.
Their hair is black and harsh, not curling; their eyes, black and
dull; though I have seen, but very rarely, a grey-eyed person
among them, with brownish hair. But still the difficulty yet re-
mains, whence all these Americans had their first original, and from
which of the sons of Noah they descended, and how they came
first into these parts; which is separated so very far from Europe
and Africa by the Atlantick ocean, and from a great part of
Asia, by Mar del Zur, or the South sea; in which sea Sir Francis
Drake, that noble hero, in his famous voyage about the world,
sailed on the west of America, from the straits of Magellan, lying
about 52 degrees of south latitude, unto 38 degrees of north lat-
itude;2 where he possessed a part of the country, and received

1 Roughly from Maine to South Carolina.
2 From Cape Horn to San Francisco—perhaps 38 degrees is an error in printing
and should have been 48 degrees, the north latitude given for New Albion.
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2 INDIANS IN NEW ENGLAND
subjection from those very tractable Indians, in the right of the
English nation, and his sovereign prince, the famous queen Eliz-
abeth, then reigning, and her successors, and gave it the name of
New Albion; which country lies west northerly of Massachusetts
in New England; for Boston lies in 42° 80’ and New Albion in
48° of north latitude, which is near six degrees more northerly.?
There are divers opinions about this matter.

#2. First, some conceive that this people are of the race of the
ten tribes of Israel, that Salmanasser carried captive out of their
own country, A.M. 8277, of which we read in II. Kings, xviii. 9-12;
and that God hath, by some means or other, not yet discovered,
brought them into America; and herein fulfilled his just threaten-
ing against them, of which we may read, II. Kings, xvii. from 6
to the 19 verse; and hath reduced them into such woful blindness
and barbarism, as all those Americans are in; yet hath reserved
their posterity there; and in his own best time, will fulfil and accom-
plish his promise, that those dry bones shall live, of which we read
Ezek. xxxvii. 1-24. A reason given for this is taken from the prac-
tice of sundry Americans, especially of those inhabiting Peru and
Mexico, who were most populous, and had great cities and wealth;
and hence are probably apprehended to be the first possessors of
America. Now of these the historians write, that they used cir-
cumcision and sacrifices, though oftentimes of human flesh; so
did the Israelites sacrifice their sons unto Moloch. II. Kings, xvii.
17. But this opinion, that these people are of the race of the
Israelites, doth not greatly obtain. But surely it is not impossible,
and perhaps not so improbable, as many learned men think.

#3. Secondly, another apprehension is, that the original of these
Americans is from the Tartars, or Scythians, that live in the
northeast parts of Asia; which some good geographers conceive
is nearly joined unto the north west parts of America, and possibly
are one continent, or at least, separated, but by some narrow gulf;
and from this beginning have spread themselves into the several
parts of the north and south America; and because the southern
parts were more fertile, and free from the cold winters incident

3 In the north-western corner of the state of Washington near Puget Sound.
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to the northern regions, hence the southern .pa'rts be.came first
planted, and most populous and rich.* This opinion g:'uned more
credit than the former, because the people of America are r.10t
altogether unlike in colour, shape, and manners, unto the scythlan
people, and in regard that such a land travel is more feas'lble and
probable, than a voyage by sea so great a dl'stance as is b‘efore
expressed, from other inhabited places, either in EUYOP.C, Asia, or
Africa; especially so long since when we hear of no sailing out of
sight of land, before the use of the load-stone ant.i compass was
found. But if this people be sprung from the Tartarian or‘Scythlan
people, as this notion asserts, then it i‘s to me a question, why
they did not attend the known practice of. that peopl<?; vxtho,
in all their removes and plantations, take with them their Kine,
sheep, horses, and camels, and the like tame beasts; 'which thz_lt
people keep in great numbers, and drive with them in all their
removes. But of these sorts and kinds of beasts used by the Tar-
tars, none were found in America among the Indians. T}}is ques-
tion or objection is answered by some thus. First, possibly the
first people were banished for some notorious offences; and so not
permitted to take with them of these tame beasts. 01.’, secondly,
possibly the gulf, or passage, between Asia and America, though
narrow, comparatively, is yet too broad to waft over any of those
sort of creatures; and yet possibly men and women might pass
over it in canoes made of hollow trees, or with barks of trees,
wherein, it is known, the Indians will transport themselves, wives,
and children, over lakes and gulfs very considerable for breadth.
I have known some to pass with like vessels forty miles across an
arm of the sea.

#4. But before I pass to another thing, suppose it shO}lld be so,
that the origination of the Americans came from 1}51a, by the
northwest of America, where the continents are conceived tf’ meet
very near, which indeed is an opinion very probablef yet this doth
not hinder the truth of the first conjecture, that this people may

4 Most anthropologists agree that man came to North and South Amen!c::
using an arctic land bridge. The lowering of the oceans caused by thf: great amou
of water tied up in the glaciers of the Ice Age caused a land bridge to appear
between Alaska and eastern Russia along the Aleutian Islands.







